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Ottawa urged 
to intervene 
in Iraqi Kurds’ 
dispute with 
Baghdad 


The senior envoy for northern Iraq’s 
Kurds - who have spent years hon- 
ing their military skills under the 
tutelage of Canadian special forces - 
is calling on the Trudeau govern- 
ment to intervene in a growing con- 
flict between the ethnically distinct 
minority and Baghdad. 

Falah Mustafa Bakir visits Canada 
on Friday for the annual Halifax In- 
ternational Security Forum, where 
he plans to ask Defence Minister 
Harjit Sajjan and other Canadian 
officials to help mediate tensions in 
northern Iraq over a referendum in 
which Kurds voted to separate. 

Mr. Bakir, who is also pleading for 
help from other western govern- 
ments, says the Kurds feel some- 
what forgotten by international 
allies now that Baghdad is taking 
steps to assert control of northern 
Iraq. After all, it was the Kurds, he 
notes, that halted the march of 
Islamic State jihadi across Iraq while 
Baghdad government forces col- 
lapsed, removing their uniforms and 
abandoning their positions. 

“We have played a major role in 
the fight against [Islamic State], but 
it seems ... some people have for- 
gotten this,” the envoy, who is for- 
eign minister in the Kurdish 
Regional Government (KRG), said in 
a phone interview. 

Mr. Bakir arrives in Canada with a 
warning, saying if the international 
community does not assume a role 
in this dispute, it could lead to chaos 
that opens the door for extremist 
forces to re-emerge in Iraq, create 
more displaced persons and refu- 
gees, and disrupt the flow of petro- 
leum from the country. 

“T believe the international com- 
munity has a responsibility,” he said, 
adding that, unless checked, “this 
instability will provide room for ter- 
rorism and extremism to expand. 
[It] would lead to another wave of 
displacement and migration, and 
affect ... energy supplies.” 

The request for help puts Canada 
in an awkward position. Beginning 
in November of 2014, it spent nearly 
three years providing military assist- 
ance to the Kurdish fighters known 
as the peshmerga - training and 
advice that have helped sharpen 
fighting skills that could one day be 
turned against Baghdad if an amic- 
able peace cannot be reached. 

Mr. Bakir also said the Kurds 
would welcome more humanitarian 
aid to handle the tide of people dis- 
placed during the Islamic State’s 
drive through the region, and to de- 
velop the governing capacity of the 
KRG. 

The semi-autonomous Kurdish 
region governed by the KRG was a 
chief bulwark against the spread of 
Islamic State militants in 2014. 
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FORCED TO FLEE VENEZUELAN REGIME, 
EX-JUDGE SEEKS REFUGE IN CANADA 


Ralenis Tovar says she was forced under threat to sign arrest warrants for President Nicolas 
Maduro’s political opponents. FRED LUM/THE GLOBE AND MAIL 


A former Venezuelan judge who says she was 
forced under threat to sign arrest warrants for 
President Nicolas Maduro’s political oppo- 
nents is seeking refugee protection in Cana- 
da. 

In an exclusive interview with The Globe 
and Mail, Ralenis Tovar said she and her fam- 
ily fled Venezuela on July 28, claiming refugee 
status when they landed at Toronto’s Pearson 
International Airport. 

After more than three years of what she 
described as threats, stalking and a kidnap- 
ping attempt by members of the Maduro 
regime, Ms. Tovar said her fear peaked in 
June when another judge involved in the sen- 
tencing of opposition leader Leopoldo Lopez 
was murdered. Ms. Tovar, who says she was 
once forced to sign an arrest warrant for Mr. 
Lopez, knew it was time to leave. 

“Nelson Moncada was found murdered and 
[he] was involved in Leopoldo Lopez’s case 
too. I felt that it might be the government 


who, in one way or another, was trying to get 
rid of people who were involved in that case,” 
Ms. Tovar said in Spanish through her coun- 
sel, Victor Korsun, who translated for her. 

Ms. Tovar, 47, fled with her 13-year-old 
daughter and husband. They are currently liv- 
ing in a Toronto hotel until they can move 
into an apartment in December. In the mean- 
time, they are awaiting a hearing with the 
Immigration and Refugee Board. 

The Caracas-born lawyer left behind friends, 
family and a 17-year career as a judge in the 
Venezuelan capital. She says she started to 
notice the judiciary losing its independence 
in 2009, but things intensified in 2013, when 
Mr. Maduro became President. 

“They started issuing arrest warrants or lay- 
ing charges upon people that had nothing to 
do with crime, but were just political actors.” 

On her way home from work on Feb. 12, 
2014, Ms. Tovar received a series of phone 
calls from an unknown number. Assuming it 
was an inmate, she didn’t answer. 
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Carding ruling to come at critical point for policing regulations 


On a windy April morning last 
year, Hamilton City Councillor Mat- 
thew Green was checking e-mails 
as he waited for a bus in the city’s 
downtown when a police officer 
rolled up in a cruiser and began 
asking questions. 

“What are you doing there?” he 
says the officer asked him, as he 
sought shelter from the cold breeze 


under an overpass, kitty corner 
from the bus stop. “Where are you 
going?” 

“Are you even from this city?” 

Once the officer realized that Mr. 
Green was a city councillor, the 
tone of the conversation changed, 
he says. The officer asked if he was 
okay. And then he left. 

That brief but critical exchange 
between a police officer and the 
city’s first and only black city coun- 


cillor has become the focus of a 
tense and drawn-out police disci- 
plinary hearing, believed to be the 
first in Ontario history into the 
controversial practice of carding. 
Hamilton Police Constable 
Andrew Pfeifer is charged with dis- 
creditable conduct under the Police 
Services Act (PSA) for conducting 
an “arbitrary or unjustified” street 
check against Mr. Green. The offi- 
cer, a 10-year veteran of the service, 


says he stopped that morning 
because he was concerned for Mr. 
Green’s well-being. Mr. Green says 
he was targeted because he is 
black. 

Final arguments in the case were 
presented in Hamilton Thursday, 
but a decision has been reserved 
until a future date. The outcome is 
being closely watched and comes at 
a crucial juncture. 
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Zimbabwe 
faces difficult 
road ahead 

in search 

for democracy 


While many Zimbabweans are cele- 
brating the military takeover that 
abruptly ended the 37-year rule of 
President Robert Mugabe, there are 
growing fears that Mr. Mugabe will 
be replaced by a military-dominat- 
ed regime that remains equally re- 
pressive. 

Diplomats and opposition parties 
are scrambling to find a path to 
democracy from Zimbabwe’s mili- 
tary coup. Yet, the early signs sug- 
gest the next government will be 
largely controlled by the same au- 
thoritarian politicians and soldiers 
who have led the once-thriving 
country into a nightmare of pover- 
ty and isolation. 

Negotiations continued on Thurs- 
day between Mr. Mugabe and the 
military, with mediation led by 
South African cabinet ministers 
and a Catholic priest. But despite 
rumours of a deal that could allow 
Mr. Mugabe and his family to leave 
the country, there was no announ- 
cement by the end of the day. 

On Thursday night, in the first 
photos of Mr. Mugabe to emerge 
since the military put him under 
house arrest, the close connections 
between the coup leaders and the 
93-year-old President were made 
abundantly clear. The photos 
showed Mr. Mugabe smiling cheer- 
fully and warmly gripping the 
hand of the coup leader, General 
Constantino Chiwenga, the com- 
mander of Zimbabwe’s armed 
forces, who was grinning broadly 
in some of the photos. Despite 
their recent rupture, they have 
been comrades for decades. 

Mr. Mugabe was wearing a blue 
blazer and tie, while Gen. Chiwen- 
ga was in military fatigues. Photos 
also showed them in a larger meet- 
ing with the South African media- 
tors. The meeting took place in a 
presidential building known as 
State House, indicating the army 
had allowed Mr. Mugabe to make a 
temporary exit from his palatial 
home, where he had been confined 
by the military on the first day of 
the coup. 

Zimbabwe, Page 6 


Globe Style Advisor 


A merry and bright holiday edition 
with extravagant gift picks and an 
entertaining tradition perfect for 
holiday gatherings. Exclusive to 
home delivery subscribers. 


> SECUREDROP 


The Globe’s SecureDrop service 
provides a way to securely share 
information with our journalists. 


Ml 5 


2 00005 


46 
HI 
6 


Join now and earn 15,000 Aventura’ Points. 
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Dak] 


4500 3345 4523 
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Visa Card are excluded. Offer and bonus points are non-transferable. Offer may be revoked if you appear to be manipulating or abusing it, or are engaged in any suspicious or fraudulent activity, as determined by CIBC in its sole discretion. Offer may be withdrawn or changed without notice 
at any time. °A short-haul flight can be redeemed for 10,000-20,000 Aventura Points. The exact number of points is dependent on ticket prices set by airlines and is subject to availability. For full details see maximum ticket prices and Aventura Flight Rewards Chart at CIBCRewards.com. 
Some airlines may impose fees, restrictions or other conditions on air travel. “Trademark of Visa Int., used under license. The Contactless Indicator is a trademark of EMVCo. LLC. CIBC Cube Design & “Banking that fits your life” are trademarks of CIBC. All other trademarks are owned by CIBC. 


